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reach it he had to go by a narrow lane beside the
fort connecting two big streets. When Visha-
laksha was walking in the lane with the torch-
bearer in front of him and a man of the guard
behind, some person jumped on him suddenly
from one of the houses and delivered half a dozen
hard blows on the Pandit's head and ran back.
The Pandit cried out when he received the first
blow but should immediately have lost conscious-
ness. He fell down. The guard was taken by
surprise. By the time he recovered and could rush
to rescue the Pandit the ruffian had run away.
Hearing the cry of the guard some people came
up from neighbouring houses. The Pandit's head
was bleeding and his back broken. He recovered
from the swoon and said to the guard: " Send
me to my house and go and tell the King." The
guard sent word to the palace and accompanied
the Prime Minister to his house himself.

It has been said that the King had great
affection and respect for his Prime Minister,
His first impulse when he heard that someone
attacked Vishalaksha was to pursue the attackers,
get hold of them and punish them. His next
impulse was to go to the Pandit and see him. He
put some apparel over the clothes he had on,
despatched some servants to bring the medical